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PIER 2018 REFLECTION                                                                                

How time is flying! Already one month has passed in 2019. It is an opportune time of year to reflect on 

what was another busy year for PIER in 2018. The association has gone from strength to strength and 

now has over 186 active members within industry, education and regulatory sectors as well as interns, 

undergraduates and postgraduate students. 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
PIER organised various networking opportunities in 2018 in both formal and informal settings. Some of 
the social highlights of the year were as follows: 
 

 Speed Networking (Doheny & Nesbitt) on Friday 23rd March 2018 

 Summer BBQ (McGrattans) on Friday 29th June 2018 

 Christmas Drinks (The Lincoln) on Thurs 6th December 2018. 

CAREER SUPPORT EVENTS 
One of PIER’s main objectives is to raise awareness among both pharmacy undergraduate and 

postgraduate students and pharmacists working in patient facing roles, of the many career 

opportunities in industry.  

Mentorship Programme 
Following a successful pilot in 2017, PIER launched its mentorship programme which commenced on the 

1st July 2018 and ran for 6 months. 13 experienced pharmacists (>3y experience) from 

academia, community & hospital pharmacy interested in a career in industry were matched with 13 

industry based pharmacists (mentors) working in the area of expressed interest of the mentee e.g. 

regulatory, quality, business, medical and market access.   

The programme posed a unique opportunity for all participants to access highly experienced 

pharmacists informally, to discuss their potential career path. A workshop was facilitated by an external 

career coach on 27th September 2018 for all mentees and is being followed up with a closeout workshop 

planned for early February 2019.  Six of the mentees are now working in HPRA, HSE and industry.  

We acknowledge all the support from the willing mentors-without their support such a programme 

couldn’t happen. Congratulations to both mentees and mentors on this great success!  
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Career Information Events 
On 1st February 2018, PIER organised a careers evening in UCC Aula Maxima Cork, for undergraduates, 
interns, postgraduates and qualified pharmacists interested in pursuing careers in the pharmaceutical 
industry. Attendees (circa 120) were invited to rotate around seven focus areas (commercial, 
manufacturing/tech services, market access, medical, drug safety/pharmacovigilance, quality & 
compliance, regulatory affairs) where they learned about some of the interesting careers in industry by 
chatting to pharmacists working in each particular area. Companies represented included Accord, 
AbbVie, Biomarin, CUH-MRF, Eirgen, Genzyme, HPRA, Lilly, MSD, Perrigo, Pfizer, QM Specials, Recordati, 
Regeneron, Roche & Sanofi.  

PIER organised a second careers evening in RCSI College Hall Dublin, on 7th November 2018.  There was 
a large attendance at the event (over 200) including students from Trinity, RCSI and UCC and qualified 
pharmacists in community, hospital and industry roles. Attendees rotated around nine focus areas 
(commercial, consulting, manufacturing/tech services, market access, medical, drug 
safety/pharmacovigilance, quality & compliance, HPRA, regulatory affairs) where they were able to 
engage with 30 pharmacists working in these named areas of industry. Feedback from the event was 
very positive. Companies represented on the evening included AbbVie, Alexion, Aspen, Astellas, Bayer, 
BMS, BresMed, Deloitte, EY, GSK, HPRA, IQVIA, Janssen, Leo Pharma, Mallinkcrodt, MSD, Parexel, 
Perrigo, Pfizer, Novartis and Regeneron.  

Without the support of all the willing volunteers and the Schools of Pharmacy, such events wouldn’t 
happen.  
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CPD EVENTS 
The PIER 2018 Spring CPD meeting took place in TCD School of Pharmacy on 19th April 2018. The theme 
of the meeting was 'Getting the balance right in market access to medicines'. Speakers included: 

 Dr Máirín Ryan (HIQA) ‘HTA to inform health policies and clinical guidelines’ 

 Dr Róisín Adams (NCPE) ‘Getting the balance right in market access to medicine’ 

 Muireann McAlister (Pfizer) ‘Getting the balance right in market access to medicine–an industry 

perspective’. 

 

The PIER 2018 Autumn CPD meeting & AGM took place on Saturday 1st December 2018 in 
Clayton Liffey Valley, Dublin. The theme of the CPD meeting was 'Insights into Rare Diseases'. The 
agenda was as follows:  

 Dr Aoife Coughlan (Genomics Medicine Ireland) 'Solving the diagnostic odyssey of rare diseases 

in Ireland' 

 Dr Geraldine O'Dea (HPRA) 'An overview of the work of the Committee for Orphan Medicinal 

Products'  

 Linda Vittone (Vertex) ’From bench to bedside, the development of orphan medicines’. 

CPD WEBINARS 
The PIER CPD Webinar series went from strength to strength in 2018 in conjunction with our European 
peers in the European Industrial Pharmacists Group (EIPG) who promoted our webinar series to their 
membership. A diverse group of speakers covered a variety of very interesting and topical subject areas 
as outlined below and webinars were made available to members retrospectively via the PIER website 
under ‘CPD Resources’. 
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PIER also organised three career information webinars separately.  
 
We acknowledge the technical support of Dr Katie Ryan & Dr Brendan Griffin in UCC School of Pharmacy 
in organising these webinars.  
 

                       

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT 

EIPG  
Alongside the CPD Webinar collaboration, 2018 saw the launch of the EIPG newsletter, which is 
distributed to PIER members monthly. 

PIER also submitted comments to EIPG on the following topics:  
 

 Revision to Annex 1 on Sterile Medicinal Products 

 EMA Industry stakeholder meeting on Brexit 

 EMA Draft Guideline on the responsibilities of the sponsor with regard to handling and shipping 
of investigational medicinal products for human use in accordance with Good Clinical Practice 
and Good Manufacturing Practice. Draft Guideline available here. 

 Topics of discussion for Committee for Advanced Therapies Interested Parties Meeting (advised 
by Prof Caitriona O’Driscoll (UCC))  

 ICH guideline Q12 on technical and regulatory considerations for pharmaceutical product lifecycle 
management .The Overview of Comments received on ICH guideline Q12 on technical and 
regulatory considerations for pharmaceutical product lifecycle management was published on 
17th January 2019 and is available here. 
 

'ePortfolio Information 
Webinar'  

16th November 2017 

'Role of an Inspector with 
the HPRA'  

11th January 2018 

'Insight into New Medical 
Device Regulations in the 

EU'  

13th March 2018  

'Career Opportunities in 
Quality' 

  27th March 2018 

'FMD Implementation- 
Insights from a National 
Medicines Verification 

Organisation' 

25th September 2018 

'Integrated Quality 
Management Systems'  

 15th October 2018 

'Career Opportunities in 
Health IT'  

9th April 2018 

'Data Integrity' 

 11th Dec 2018 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/documents/scientific-guideline/draft-guideline-responsibilities-sponsor-regard-handling-shipping-investigational-medicinal-products_en.pdf
https://www.ema.europa.eu/documents/comments/overview-comments-received-ich-guideline-q12-technical-regulatory-considerations-pharmaceutical_en.pdf
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IIOP  
Many PIER members were required to 
submit their ePortfolio by Sunday 27th 
January 2019.  
IIOP requested that a PIER member join 
a newly formed IIOP Advisory 
Committee in November 2018 to 
represent the interests of PIER 
members. Blánaid O’Connell (AbbVie) 
has kindly volunteered to represent 
PIER on this committee.  
 

Schools of Pharmacy  
Some PIER members attended the 
‘Pharmacy Forum on Leading 
Medication Safety Across Ireland’ 
inaugural meeting in TCD on 14th 
November 2018.  
A PIER committee member presented at 
the RCSI Open Day held for future 
undergraduate students. 

APPEL  
The PIER committee welcomes the 
increased number of industry based 
placements available to pharmacy 
students who undertook their 4th year 
MPharm experiential learning 
placement (Sept-Dec 2018). Many 
members had advocated internally in 
their companies to organize and 
facilitate these placements. While there 
are issues around non-payment on 
placement which has received 
significant media attention recently, 
PIER would encourage members to 
support the APPEL experiential learning 
programme.    
 

PSI  
PIER responded to the Public 
Consultation on the draft revised Code 
of Conduct for Pharmacists, found here. 

2018 AGM  
Congratulations to Alexia Acedo (Mallinckrodt), Jane O'Sullivan (Pfizer) and Peter Quinn (Baxter 

Healthcare) who were elected onto the PIER committee at the 2018 AGM. The committee 

would like to acknowledge the contribution of the following committee members who stepped 

down in December 2018: Evin Allen (Sanofi), Helen Naddy (Mallinckrodt) and Katie Ryan (UCC). 

2019 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  
PIER is entirely self-funding and relies on the annual membership fee (€100) from working 

members to fund activities. Student and intern membership is free. We encourage members to 

renew their 2019 membership once the renewal notification is received. Any questions on the 

renewal process can be forwarded to membership@pier.ie.  

  

https://www.thepsi.ie/gns/Pharmacy_Practice/code-of-conduct.aspx
file:///C:/Users/OSULLJ18/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/IE/SDTR7MI6/membership@pier.ie


 

 6 

A LOOK AHEAD TO 2019 
The PIER committee recently held a face-to-face committee meeting to reflect on 2018 and to 
start planning for 2019.  

A closeout workshop for the 2018 Mentorship Programme is planned for February 2019 which 
will be facilitated by an external career coach.  

PIER is considering rolling out a new mentorship programme in early 2019 to early career 
pharmacists, by pairing them with suitable mentors in their area, enabling them to make the 
‘next step’ in their chosen career paths. Any comments or suggestions would be welcome 
(email piermentorship@gmail.com).  

Plans are underway to organise additional CPD webinars through continued collaboration with 
EIPG & UCC which will be of general interest to all members. The first webinar will be delivered 
by Dr. Vanessa Raymont from the European Prevention of Alzheimer’s Dementia (EPAD) on the 
topic of ‘Recent advances in the management and prevention of Alzheimers disease and other 
dementias’. The webinar is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 27th February at 4pm GMT.  

PIER is supporting IPSA who will be hosting 30 French pharmacy students from Lyon under an 
EPSA exchange programme (17th-24th February). Site visits are being organized to Alexion and 
Pfizer Grange Castle. PIER members will meet the students on Sat 23rd February 2019 at an 
information and networking event.  

Further CPD and social events will also be scheduled throughout the year. We look forward to 
meeting PIER members (new and current) during the year.  

With best regards, 
Mike & all the PIER Committee 

 

 

 

Follow us on twitter @PharmacistsIER 

Check out our website 
https://www.pier.ie for all the latest 
PIER events, CPD resources and career 

posts available and more

 

mailto:piermentorship@gmail.com
https://www.pier.ie/

